
PASS INTERFERENCE CATEGORIES 

DEFENSIVE PASS INTERFERENCE [DPI]… 
• NOT PLAYING THE BALL 
• PLAYING THROUGH THE BACK 
• GRABBING A RECEIVER’S ARM 
• ARM BAR 
• CUT-FF 
• HOOK & TURN 
• FACE-GUARDING [NFHS ONLY] 

 
NOT DEFENSIVE PASS INTERFERENCE… 

• INCIDENTAL CONTACT 
• INADVERTENT TANGLING OF THE FEET 
• BALL NOT CATCHABLE [NCAA ONLY] 
• LAYING HAND ON RECEIVER 
• DEFENDER GAINS POSITION 

 
OFFENSIVE PASS INTERFERENCE [OPI]… 

• BLOCKING DOWNFIELD PRIOR TO THE PASS 
• INITIATING CONTACT AND CREATING SEPARATION 
• DRIVING THROUGH THE DEFENDER WHO HAS POSITION 

 
NOT OFFENSIVE PASS INTERFERENCE… 

• INCIDENTAL CONTACT 
• INADVERTENT TANGLING OF THE FEET 
• BALL NOT CATCHABLE [NCAA ONLY] 

 
OTHER… 

• HITS ON DEFENSELESS RECEIVERS [PERSONAL FOUL] 
 
 

 


