Pre-Game with Partner


· Run rule
· 10 after 5
· Tie Breaker (Only on weekend tournaments, when host approves)
· 9th scheduled batter starts at second base

· Check with home team to determine visitors 9th scheduled batter
· Verify 9th scheduled batter with visiting team 

· Keep runner in DBT until defense has completed warm ups

· BU verifies that the runner on the field is the correct runner

· Repeat procedure at the bottom of the inning, starting with the visitors

· Can substitute for the runner
· Cannot use courtesy runner

· Weather

· Wind

· Lightning

· Rain

· Cold

· History and tendency of teams
· Fly Ball Coverage

· No one on

· Divide 50/50

· BU has right of first refusal – PU has all unless BU goes out

· BU (if going out) has from CF to RF DBT 

· PU has CF to LF DBT

· Go out / stay out – turn around and observe

· Try to get 90° from flight of ball

· BU in either slot

· Divide 25/50/25

· BU has LF to RF

· PU has LF to LF DBT and RF to RF DBT

· Fair/foul coverage
· PU has balls in front of bases
· If BU on a line, or goes out, BU has fair/foul past bases

· Leadoff responsibilities

· Square body to home plate

· Turn head to observe runner

· Watch the runner primarily

· Watch the pitcher peripherally

· Tag up responsibilities

· PU has lead runner, BU has all trail runners

· Exceptions (Deviate/Communicate)

· Lead runner on 3rd, fly ball to RF – BU has lead tag, PU has trails and ball
· Lead runner on 2nd, fly ball to RF – BU has lead tag, PU has trails and ball

· Lead runner on 1st, fly ball to LF – BU has lead tag, PU has ball

· Check swings

· If asked go 

· Rationale

· Appease coach

· If BU has a strike, let’s get the strike

· Take off mask – point – ask “DID SHE GO?”

· Between play coverage

· Don’t let both umpires turn their head on the ball

· PU stays put until BU is in position, turned around, with runners in view

· Hustle to your next position

· Between innings mechanics

· Base umpire position

· Outfield grass, fair territory

· Observe players 

· Plate umpire position

· On foul line, 15 -20’ from catcher, on the side that is going to bat 

· Be mindful of pitcher warming up

· Be aware of coaches wanting to make lineup changes

· Communication only when necessary

· Sweep pitchers plate

· Unusual situations

· Pulled foot

· Swipe tag

· Texas league fly balls

· Tag plays at first with BU in ‘C’ slot

· Interference

· Obstruction

· Sinking infield line drives 

· Using safe signal when something is seen, but nothing is called

· Tag plays between home and first

· Coverage on second plays at 3B

· Going for help

· When

· Check swing

· Pick off attempts

· Missing information

· How

· Ask outright if live ball

· Come together if coach requests help
· Closed end questions

· Asking umpire makes final decision

· Umpire Communication

· Communicate during rotations

· Communicate when going out

· Communicate during tag up situations

· Umpire to Umpire signals

· IFF

· Outs/Count
· Not a secret – hand(s) above head

· If BU has a different count, stop play and get the incorrect umpire corrected

· Timing situations

· Confrontations

· Keep it one-on-one

· Role of non-involved umpire

· Keep others away

· Be close in case you need to get involved

· Immediately get involved if second coach approaches

· Escort ejected coach off field

· Fraternizations

· Never initiate conversation with players/fans
· If player/fan initiates, keep short and professional

· Conversations with coaches should be pertinent to the game

· Ejections

· Role of partners

· Ejected person leaves in a timely manner

· Be MORE professional following an ejection

· Exiting the field

· Don’t shake hands at/near field; only away from all participants
· Side of least resistance – usually winning side

· Discuss unusual plays, mechanics deviations, ruling questions
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